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tant country, a young Prin- 


HERE lived a long time 
ago, and in a very diſ- 


ceſs whoſe name was Elmina. 


She was very handſome and 
very lovely: youth and inno- 
3 cence 
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cence are always ſo; but in- 


nocence frequently vaniſhes 


with infancy, and lovelineſs 
takes wing at the ſame time. 
The young Princeſs was an 
orphan; and a beneficent 
fairy, whoſe name was Lido- 


nana, undertook the card of 


her education. Elmina did 
not know ſhe was a fairy; 
but ſhe loved Lidoriana as a 
friend, and honoured her as 
her mother. 
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F The Princeſs had one day | 
permiſſion to - amuſe herſelf | 
with her companions in a 
neighbouring meadow. They 
were preſently ſeen running 
«+ by the fide of a rivulet, pur- 
ſuing butterflies, and gather- 
ing flowers. 
( When they had gathered a 
great quantity, they ſeated 
| | themſelves under a ſhady tree, 


to make them into crowns, 
garlands, and noſegays; and 
1 while they thus amuſed them- 
: ſelves, 


= _ DIES 1 AK. 
ee 


W nn 


to i E L MIN A. 

| ſelves, ſome prattled, and 
others told tales: it is well 
known, that young girls love > | *« - 
to prattle and relate ſtories, 
becauſe they remember every 
thing they hear. Elmina, 
leſs curious and leſs talkative, ' 

- ſung as ſhe arranged her flow- 

ers. Her friends were filent 

to liſten to her; and this was — % 
her ſong : it was the fairy, I 
believe, who had taught it 
her, 
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SONG 
| * Lovely Flow'rs, with charms abounding, 
Livelieſt pictures on the plain 
Of Youth and Spring; * Pity wound- 
ing, 


+ 14 That ſo ſhort muſt be your reign. 


The Vi'let meek, the Morning brought it, 
'* Blooming on the tufted green; 

| hu at Eve, the Virgin ſought it, 
- as When no more it could be ſeen! 


Oh, Roſe! thy ſweets at Noon I'Il gather, 
f Sung the Shepherdeſs ſo bland; j 
She came —alas! the Roſes wither, * 

Drooping in her lily Hand! 


ELMINA. 
Yet there's a fair ſupernal flower, 
Brilliant thro? the etherial round ; 


Thrice happy! while it may be found, 


*Tis not with violets nor roſes, 
Nor garden this, ,nor field confines ! 
But *tis the heart its ſtem encloſes, 
There its morning luftre ſhines ! 


Every grace from this is flowing, 


Princeſs ! like your attractions growing, 
This unfading, ne'er will end. 


Kiel was filent ; all the 
garlands were finiſhed, and 
2 - her 


And Love ſupreme ; if this you tend, 


The Nymph who bears it to her bower, | 
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ELMINA. 13 | 
her companions roſe up.— 
„% What ſhall we do?” faid 
they; wie have a great ma- 
* ny crowns and garlands, let 
us play at the Maid in the 
„Ring.“ It was one of the 
ſports of the little girls of that 
country: they were to chuſe 


the moſt beautiful, to deco- 
rate her with flowers and a 


crown, and then to ſing and 
dance round her. But among 
ſo ſplendid a company of 
young ladies, to fix upon the 

hand- 
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handſomeſt was a very deli- each 


cate taſk, and which I ſhould 
not have wiſhed to undertake. 
Many were deſirous of crown- 
ing Elmina, - but ſhe was too 
modeſt to ſuppoſe herſelf the 
moſt beautiful, and ſhe ſaw 
that many of her companions 
were lovely : for ſhe felt no 
jealouſy at the beauty of 
others. My friends, faid 
ſhe to them, an idea comes 
into my head, by which 
wwe may fix our choice, Let 
| each 
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eli. J“ each of us gather a favourite 
uld F* flower, and place it in our 
ke, hats; we will then throw 
on- “ flowers into the air, and the 
too ** maiden whoſe flower ſhould 
the ** go higheſt, ſhe ſhall be the 
beauty of the ring.” They 
all approved of the plan, and 
they diſperſed to gather their 
of Howers. 
ig |} Among the companions of ' 
es Elmina was a young Princeſs 
ch |Falled Malinette, who was 
et fery miſchievous and very 
proud. 
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proud. She ran to a neigh- 
bouring field and plucked a 
blue- bottle, which ſhe placed 


in her hat, having firſt adroit- 
Iy twiſted the ſtalk round a 
{mall pebble. 

It is eaſy to gueſs why the 
little cheat did ſo: by this 
ſtratagem the flower was hea- 


vier, and ſhe might throw it" 


the farther. The other young 
girls choſe, without malice, 


the flowers they preferred: 


one brought a ranunculus, 
ano» 
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igh- another a cowſlip, and a third 
ed a Ja lily of the valley. As for 
aced Elmina, ſhe went into a little 
roit= wood in ſearch of an eglan- 
d a tine, which was a flower ſhe 
loved beſt. She found a buſh 
thel all in bloom, and for ſome 
his} reaſon or other the modeſt 
ea- Elmina choſe the lighteſt and 


ici - the leaſt. 


ng The moment they threw up 
de, their flowers to ſee which 
I: 4 would go the higheſt, a gen- 
is, tle zephyr aroſe, and wafted 
0+ B 2 the 
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the eglantine into the air ; it 
was ſhort, however, oi the 
height of the blue- bottle, 
when a pretty butterfly flittad 
about it and carried it away.— 
The young girls were de- 
lighted at this little miracle; 
they crowned Elmina, and 
degan to adorn her as the 
beauty of the ring: this was © 
an eaſy taſk, for Elmina was 
very handſome : they had a 


they had not enough, there 
| was 


great many flowers, and if 
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4 was a brook juſt at hand. 
The Princeſs being drefled 
„ and crowned, was placed on 
a little throne of turf ; her 
companions began to dance 
» round her, ſinging at the 
ſame time the following 
ſong : 


|” Little Maids, who on the green 


Gather the Violets ſweet, 

| Let your nimble feet be ſeen 

In mirthful meaſures meet ; 

| Now form around 

This flowery ground, "i 
: B4 Now | 
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Now trip in ſportive ring, T! 
See Innocence 4 
Your chief defence ! 
Come! merrily dance and ſing. bs 
The Seaſon's yours | "7 
That joy inſures, i 
. Bring every tuneful ſound; * tin 
*Tis Youth invites | tert 
With pure delights, hea 
Come! merrily dance around. 
old 
And while the morn of life ſupples app 
Freſh flowrets every hour, 'Th 
To cull their various beauties riſe, * 
And rifle every bower; ! 
Let Chaplets fine 4 ruf 
Her brows entwine, of 


The 


9 


EL MINA. 


The prettieſt in the ring! 
The Spring's perfume, 
g And Flora's bloom, 
Come! merrily dance and ſing. 


The ſport would have con- 
„tinued longer, but it was in- 
| terrupted by a noiſe that was 
heard in the wood ; a little 
old woman came out of it and 
> approached our pretty dancers. 
The girls were at firſt very 
much terrified, and wiſhed to 


{ 


run away; but the affable air 


of the old woman, and the 
ſoft- 
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ſoftneſs of her voice, gave 
them courage. She had a 
green gown, a ruſh hat of the * 
ſame colour, ornamented wit 
a Chaplet of green leaves; 
her gloves alſo were green, | »- 
and ſhe held in her hand a 
green pot, in which was a lit- | 
tle green tree. | 
It was from this verdant — 
appearance that ſhe was called 
by thoſe who knew her, Ver- _ 
durina, *© My children,” 
ſaid ſhe, I have interrupted 15 
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your mirth, but I heard 

, © Elmina ſing of a flower that 
% never fades; I ſaw her ga- 
„ther an eglantine in the 

« wood, aud from her choice 
„I judge her to be worthy of 
c the valuable preſent I am 
„going to make her. My 
Child,“ continued ſhe, ad- 
* dreſſing the young Princeſs, 
who heard her with aſtoniſh- 
ment, take this ſtalk, on 

' $* which there are four flow- 
„ers and two buds; it is the 

& flower 


PO Ter, VA 


- — 


— — — 


a — — 1 
- 


30 E L MINA. 


« flower that never fades; and | « or 
“ make you a preſent of it. « ſo 
“ Cultivate it with care; but- „ in 
„know, my child, that it is * of 
not by watering it that you . 
* can preſerve it. Look at. c. 
& this flower, which is of ſo « © 
& fine a vermillion, it is called «h 
the flower of modeſty. As 6.2 
long as your cheeks are of - t 
* this lovely colour, it will re- 8 
5 tain all its luſtre. The ſe- "2 
* cond flower is of the pureſt 6 
„ white; it is called the fav? 
er 
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d | « or of virtue, and it will be 
it. « ſoiled the moment you fail 
ut- „e in your duty. The third is 
is * of a ſplendid yellow; it is 
"Wu K called the flower of benefi- 
at. ** cence: if you are always 


ſo „ good, it will be always 


d e beautiful, The fourth is 
s « f a fine celeſtial blue; it is 
of- the flower of gentleneſs : | 
3 * whenever Elmina loſes her [ 
>= ** temper, or is angry, this 
ſt charming flower will droop. 
'= „This bud which begins to 


„open,“ 
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open,“ continued the old 


woman, ** will produce the 


& flower of the mind: it will 
blow in proportion to the 
* knowledge you acquire, 
* and will thus mark your 


improvement. The other 


© bud contains the flower of 
6 the graces: it will open 


„ without your thinking of "Þ 


„it, and will give a luſtre to 
$6 all the other flowers.“ 

„ Ah! Madam!” cried the 
Princeſs as ſhe took the flower, 
„ what 
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cc what return can I make for 
&« ſo valuable a gift? I entreat 


66 f . 
« you to go along with me: 


& Lidoriana will prove to you 
both Ber gratitude and 
mine.“ 

„My child,” faid Vase 
rina, „you cannot better 
« teſtify your gratirude, than 


by ſhowing me one day the 


„ flower I leave you in all its 
„ freſhneſs. I will return in 


| * three years, and if it be then 
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pure, you and the flower 
„will remain ſo for ever.” | 

As ſhe ſaid this, Verdurinaj 
approached the other damſels, 
and gave them all ſome flow- 
ers from her enchanted tree; 
to one five, to another four, 
according to the good diſpoſi- 
tions ſhe ſaw in them to cul- 
tivate her gifts. It is affirm- 
cd that the Princeſs Malinette 
received only. a bud; and that 
| the could never make it blow. 
I ſpeak, however, from report 


only; 
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only ; for as this young lady 
had a very bad charaQter, no 
F one has undertaken to write 
her hiſtory. 

The fairy (for it was plain 
that Verdurina was one) hav- 
ing diſtributed her gifts, ran 
into the wood and diſappeared. 
The young maidens were all 


T aſtoniſhed at this apparition ; 


they abandoned their ſports 
and the flowers they had ga- 
thered, to think on thoſe 
which they had received, 

D 3 Eve- 
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Every one was eager to ſhow 
them to her relations; and the 


young Elmina, as ſoon as ſhe 


returned home, placed her in- 
eſtimable flower in a fine chi- 
na jar, and related to Lidoria- 


na every thing that had hap- 
- pened. Lidoriana appeared to 


be very much aſtoniſhed at 
the adventure: it has ſince, 


| however, been diſcovered, 


that Lidoriana and Verdurina 
were the ſame fairy, 
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Elmina went to bed very 
happy, but her mind was full 
of the objects that had occu- 
pied her during the day, and 


all night long ſhe could dream 


of nothing but meadows, gar- 
lands, fairies, and enchanted 
flowers. He firſt care when 


ſhe awoke was to examine if 
her flower had undergone any 
change; the ran to the jar in 
which ſhe had placed it, but 


as ſhe approached the window 
ſhe heard a noiſe in the ſtreet, 
14 and 


Ca — 


$0 EL MINA. 
and ſaw a crowd of boys hoot- 
ing and tormenting a poor 
woman.— Their tricks and 
their gibes amuſed the Prin- 
ceſs, and made her laugh: it 
was not till they were out of 
fight that ſhe withdrew from 
the window to examine her 
flower.—Good God ! how 
great was her ſurpriſe and 
grief to ſee the flower of be- 
neficence drooping, and the 
flower of modeſty loſing its 
beautiful vermilion. Lidoria- 
na 
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na entered, found the Prin- 

ceſs dejected, and aſked her 

the reaſon. Ah!” ſaid El- 

ina, look at my flowers, 

and yet I have done nothing 
* to occaſion it.“ 

Elmina was in reality inno- 
cent; for ſhe perceived not 
that there was any harm in 

-twhac had excited her laughter; 
but the flower of modeſty had 
reaſon to be tarniſhed, and the 
flower of beneficence to droop 
its head, becauſe a young lady 

ought |} 
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ought never to ſhew any in- 
diſcreet curioſity, and {till leſs 
to laugh when any per ſon is 


ſcoffed at and ill-treated. 


It was thus that Lidoriana 
explained the circumſtance to 
the Princeſs. Elmina con- 
fefled her fault, and was fo 
amiable, that before the cloſe 
of the day the flowers became 
more beautiful than ever. 


This little leſſon rendered 


Elmina more attentive and 
eireumſpect, and enabled her 
t in 


heart 
leſtia 
diffic 
was ( 
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in a manner to judge how _ 
much care and aſſiduity it re- 
quired to preſerve the flower 
that never fades. Meanwhile, 
after this event, it coſt her but 
little to keep the yellow flow- 
er in all its brilliance. Elmi- 
na was ſenſible and good: to 
be beneficent, ſhe had only to 
liſten to the ſuggeſtions of her 
heart : but the flower of a ce- 
leſtial blue it was much more 
difficult to preſerve. Elmina 
was of a lively temper, and on 

the 
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the leaſt anger, the moſt tri- 
fling impatience, the flower 
of gentleneſs never failed to 
languiſh and upbraid her with 
Her faults. The Princeſs re- 
paired them in the beſt man- 
ner ſhe could; for ſhe knew 
that not to repair a fault, was 


as bad as to commit it. 


As to the white flower, it 
is ſaid to have always preſerved | 


its purity. It is true that El- 
mina ſaw one day a little ſpot 
Upon It, but a tear which ſhe 
dropped 


* 


droppe 
it: no 
little 
guilty, 
to for: 
they h 
comm 
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47 
dropped upon it totally effaced 
it: nor is it known of what 
little weakneſs ſe had been 
guilty, for every body is ready 
to forget a fault over which 
they have ſeen the perſon who 
committed it ſhed tears. 

The bud incloſing the flow- 
er of the mind grew larger 
Whenever the 


attentive to her leſſons, ſhe al- 
ways conſulted it, and com- 
manly found that it had 

I thrown 
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thrown. out ſome new leaf. 
This flower was the molt ſur- 
priſing of All, as it increaſed 
during the whole life of El- 
mina, Nothing could be 
more various than the form 
and colour of its leaves. Upon 
one you. ſaw pretty little land- 
ſcapes; upon another, plans 
of rich embroidery ; upon a 
third, repreſentations of hiſto- | | 
ry or geography; and upon || 
many a golden lyr2, or an 
very harp; in ſhort, there 
were 
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were emblems of whatever. 
could adorn the mind of a 
young lady. 

As to the flower of the 
graces, it flouriſhed, as Verdu- 
trina had foretold, almoſt with- 
out its being perceived. El- 
mina had even occaſion to re- 
mark, that if ſhe attempted 
o haſten its ripeneſs, by giv- 
ing herſelf airs in her Jooking- 
＋ or elſewhere, this ſingu- 
ar flower immediately cloſed 


1 by: and it opened not again 
E till 
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till ſhe thought no more of it. rep 
It had only three leaves, but cell 
they were ſo beautiful, che 


graceful, that by ſome ſtrange that 
charm they communicated a a ed ! 
Iplendor to all the other flow-, „the 
ers that made them ſtill more e ſhe 
captivating. peop 
Vou may well ſuppoſe that youn 
Elmina, poſſeſſing the flower then, 
that never fades, and culti- , the v 


vating it with ſuch care, be- 5 mina, 
came the moſt accompliſhed the e 


Princeſs of her time. The : their 
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it. report of her amiable and ex- 
it ! cellent qualities ſpread every- 
a wbere; for you muſt know 
ge Z that there is a little fairy call- 
1 , ed Renown, who goes about 
- he world telling every thing 
the knows good or bad of 
People, and eſpecially of 
hat! young Princeſſes. Renown, 
1 then, did not fail to publiſh 
che virtues and graces of El- 
be- mina, and all the nations of 
ned] the earth withed to have for 
The * Queen fo accompliſhed a 


E 2 Prin- 


OTE 
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Princeſs. The ſon of the 


King of the Roxalans, heir to 
the largeſt empire in the uni- 


verſe, came a great way to ſee 
her, and to aſk her of Lidoria- 


na in marriage. Lidoriana, 


conſented, not becauſe he was 
heir to a vaſt empire, but be- 
cauſe this amiable Prince had 


alſo cultivated the flower tha, 
never fades; for there is a | 


flower for young men alſo, 


and which is nearly ſimilar þ 


to the one we have deſcribed. 
The 
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The Princeſs could not 
quit a place that was ſo dear 


to her, without firſt viſiting 


the wood where ſhe had re- 
ceived the precious gift that 


„ had been the cauſe of all her 


felicity, * She hoped to find 
Verdurina there, that ſhe 
might again thank her, It 


„was preciſely three years ſince 


the made her appearance. 
Elmina then put the flower 
that never fades in her boſom, 
and went to the wood; but 


E 4 how 


v6 ELMINA 
how great was her aſtoniſh- 
ment on her arrifal to find, 


inſtead of Verdurina, Lidori- » | 


ana, whom ſhe had left at 
home. 

« I am,” ſaid the fairy, 
* the perſon you ſeek. It 
© was I who gave you the 
& flower under the figure of 


& VYerdurina, and it is I who+ 


& have aſſiſted you in cultivat- 
© ing it under that of Lidori- 
ana. My taſk is happily 
Shaw — The flower will 
40 be 
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E L MINA. EY. 
e be always freſh, and Elmi- 
„ na will be always amiable, 
„and always beloved: for 


ce the virtues of the heart and 
the graces of the mind, 


are charms that nothing 


can efface.— The Prin- 
ceſs threw herſelf at the feet 


of her benefactreſs, and the 
fairy tenderly embraced her 


dear Princeſs: ſhe then aſ- 
ſumed an rial form and diſ- 
appeared, 


El- 


bo 
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Elmina, overcome with af- * 
C 
fection and grief, ſtretched L 


out her arms and entreated 7 {| - 
her to return. The Prince 


flew to her ſuccour, conſoled H 
her, and conducted her to his , |, 525 
empire, where they lived all Her 
their lives happy together. Fou 


FHE END. tl 
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'The Father's Gift, or the. Way to 
be wiſe and happy. 


The | 


—— 


DS Boots printed for 
The Siſter's Gitt, or the Naughty 


Boy reformed. 
The Brother's Gift, or the Naughty 


Girl reformed. 


Misfortunes of a Week. 
The Holiday Spy. 


Price Two Pence each. 


Dicky Diligent. 
Hiſtory of Tommy Titmouſe. 
The Flights of a Lady-Bird. 
The Village Tattlers, or Anecdotes. 
of the Rural 'Aﬀembly. 
The Fortune Teller, by the renowned 
Dr. Hutlothrumbo. 
The Hiſtory of Little King Pippin, 
to which is added, the Story of the 
Children in the Wood. 
Virtue and Vice. 
be Entertaining Traveller. 
—_ | Tom 


Hiſtory of Tommy Careleſs, or the 


The Hiſtory of Jacky Idle | ang % 


* 1 


Tom 

The 
Ce 

Robi 


\ wril 


Littl 
By.' 
Littl 
The 
ö Falſ. 
The 


1 
#-The 


ity 


ity 


** 


E. NEWBERY. 
Tom Thumb's Exhibition. 
The Hobby Horſe ; or, Chriſtmas: 4 

Companion. 


Robin Goodfellow, a Fairy Tale, 
\ written dy a Fairy, | 


Price Three Pence each. 
Little Moraliſts, or the Hiſtory of 


Amintor and Florelia. 
Little Wanderers. 
The Mountain Piper. 


I 


ö Falſe Alarms. : 
The Adventures of Maſter Head- | 
ol ſtrong and Miſs Patient, | 


'The Juv enile Biographer. = 

A Bag of Nuts ready cracked, by 
1 99 Thumb, Eſq. 

The Puzzling Cap ; ; being a choice 
Collection of Riddles, in familiar 
. Verſe; with a curious Cut to 

-- Each, 


. ] 
Prices 


* 


